Dear At Large Voters and Citizens –

As many of you have heard, a date has been set for the Special Election for Principal Chief. Saturday September 24 is the date, but for At Large voters, there are other very important dates to be aware of. The most immediate of these are from August 1-12 when an At Large voter may request an absentee ballot. Those who requested an absentee ballot and received one for both the regular election and the runoff do not need to do so again. You will receive one automatically. If you requested one but did not receive it for either or both of those elections, I would strongly encourage you to make a new request and to call the Election Services Office to confirm that your request was received. It appears that a number of requests were not recorded the first time.
The Election Commission’s website at www.cherokee.org has all the necessary information about requesting an absentee ballot. But I would add some additional advice in response to many complaints I received in the weeks prior to June 25. In the previous cycle of the campaign, both campaigns made calls to voters. A campaign should identify itself as either the Smith or Baker campaign. It will not call itself “the Cherokee Nation,” or “the Election Office,” etc. In the previous election cycle, unidentified callers were calling At Large voters, identifying themselves only as from the Cherokee Nation or the Election Office, conducting a little bogus survey, and then asking who the person was voting for. If the person was voting for the “wrong” guy, the caller replied they would either send an absentee ballot request form (which the voter never received) or that the voter didn’t need to put in a request since they had completed the survey. This scam resulted in a number of voters being eliminated from voting because they were dissuaded from turning in the form themselves. Do not be taken in by this tactic. The Cherokee Nation and the Election Services Office do not conduct surveys or take polls. 
I strongly encourage all registered At Large voters to request a ballot. We presently have about 14,000 who are registered to vote, but less than 3000 who actually voted in the June election. No one should make assumptions about the outcome of this race for as we now know, this is a very close race. I firmly believe the At Large voters will make the difference in deciding the next Principal Chief. This is a very critical election for out Nation, as critical as the 1999 election after the Constitutional crisis. We are at a crossroads between two candidates who have not only very different visions of what the Cherokee Nation should be, but very different values about how to get there. Please become informed and then make your wishes known as to which path you would choose for our Nation and People. 
Wado!

Julia Coates

At Large Tribal Council Representative
